TOWN OF CORTLANDT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR

TOWN HALL
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Town Supervisor (914) 734-1002 RICHARD H. BECKER
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Charles Schumer
United States Senator

780 Third Avenue, STE 2301
New York, NY 10017

RE:  Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Senator Schumer,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9/
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes

surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC's Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

/linda D. Puglisi
Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

Ce: Town Board
Tom Wood, Esq. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator

780 Third Avenue, STE 2601
New York, NY 10017

RE: Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Senator Gillibrand,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9/
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to us
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes
surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC’s Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

inda D. Puglisi
Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

Cc: Town Board
Tom Wood, Esg. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Nita Lowey

United States Congresswoman
222 Mamaroneck Avenue, #312
White Plains, NY 10605

RE: Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Congresswoman Lowey

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9/
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes
surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC’s Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

-

inda D/Ifglfzh"

Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

Ce: Town Board
Tom Wood, Esg. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Eliot Engel

United States Congressman

6 Gramatan Avenue, Suite 205
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

RE: Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Congressman Engel,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9/
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes

surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC's Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

inda D. Puglisi
Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

€ci Town Board
Tom Wood, Esq. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable John Testa

New York State Westchester County Board of Legislators
800 Michaelian Office Building

148 Martine Avenue, 8" Floor

White Plains, NY 10601

RE: Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear County Legislator Testa,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9 /
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes
surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC’s Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

inda D. Puglisi(/
Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

Cc: Town Board
Tom Woeod, Esq. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Catherine Borgia

New York State Westchester County Board of Legislators
800 Michaelian Office Building

148 Martine Avenue, 8" Floor

White Plains, NY 10601

RE:  Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear County Legislator Borgia,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9/
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes
surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC's Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

—~

3

inda D. PL:;:ZZ‘W

Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

cc: Town Board
Tom Wood, Esq. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Robert Astorino

New York State Westchester County Executive
900 Michaelian Office Building

148 Martine Avenue

White Plains, NY 10601

RE: Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear County Executive Astorino,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9/
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes
surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC’s Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

%
mglisi

Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

Ce: Town Board
Tom Wood, Esq. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Sandy Galef

New York State Assemblywoman
2 Church Street

Ossining, NY 10562

RE:  Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Assemblywoman Galef,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9 /
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes

surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC’s Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

,;/ : fw
/-'Linda D. Puglis
" Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

Ce: Town Board
Tom Wood, Esq. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES
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September 5, 2017

Honorable David Buchwald

New York State Assemblyman
125-131 East Main Street, Suite 204
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

RE: Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Assemblyman Buchwald,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9 /
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes

surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC's Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

Linda D. Puglisi
Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs

il Town Board
Tom Wood, Esq. — Town Attorney
Michael Preziosi, P.E. — Director DOTS
Jeff Coleman, P.E. — Director DES



TOWN OF CORTLANDT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR

TOWN HALL
1 HEADY STREET
LINDA D. PUGLISI CORTLANDT MANOR, NY 10567-1254 Town Board Members
Town Supervisor (914) 734-1002 RICHARD H. BECKER
FRXR14) Taa-1008 PRANGIS X FARRELL
www.townofcortlandt.com SETH M. FREACH

September 5, 2017

Honorable Terrence Murphy
New York State Senator

691 East Main Street

Shrub Oak, NY 10588

RE:  Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Senator Murphy,

I am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9/
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes

surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC's Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

inda D. Puglisi
Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs
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September 5, 2017

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
New York State Governor

NYS Capitol Building

Albany, NY 12224

RE: Request for Funding
Westchester Lake Dam NYSDEC ID#213-0412
Situated in the Town of Cortlandt, Westchester County, New York, 10567

Dear Governor Andrew Cuomo,

| am sending you this letter on behalf of the residents of Wallace Pond / Westchester Lake to request
financial assistance for the repair and rehabilitation of the Westchester Lake Dam. This Dam is located
in the northwest portion of the Town of Cortlandt near the intersection of Jean Drive and US Route 9 /
Albany Post Road. The Dam was constructed in the 1920’s and impounds what is known as Wallace

Pond / Westchester Lake.

The land surrounding the dam and lake was purchased, subdivided and privately developed with single
family homes in the 1950’s. The Dam is privately owned by the Westchester Lake Homes Association.
Over time the homeowners association has not been able to fund or maintain it due to the magnitude

of the costs to repair.

Residents of the area have petitioned the Town Board and | to act on their behalf in the restoration of
the dam. Even though the Town does not own the Dam, The Town Board and | agreed to assist where
applicable. The Town retained Schnabel Engineering to work with Town staff to prepare an emergency
action plan and engineering assessment report in order to comply with the requirements of the New
State Department of Environmental Conservations (NYSDEC) Dam Safety Program, 6 NYCRR Part 673

"Dam Safety".

The attached executive summary of that report concludes that based on the dam safety inspection and
engineering analyses, Westchester Lake Dam is in very poor condition. The cost to rehabilitate the dam
and bring it into full compliance with NYSDEC standards is estimated in the range of $800,000 -
$3,200,000 which is far more than the residents can afford.

This past November, the NYSDEC inspected the Dam and gave it a condition rating of “unsound,
deficiency recognized”. Town Staff has continually monitored and petitioned for County, State and



Federal funding sources to assist in the repair and restoration of the dam. Unfortunately no such
funding could be obtained.

Due to the recommended Dam’s classification (“Class C”; high hazard), the potential impacts to US
Route 9 and obvious deterioration of the health and ecological value of the lake caused by the Dam
leakage, | am requesting funds for the much needed rehabilitation of the Dam. We would appreciate
your attention and assistance on this critical dam restoration project. There are over 100 homes
surrounding the lake who would be impacted if the dam is breached.

The Town is also requesting financial assistance to preserve the functionality of the lake itself as it is an
environmentally sensitive habitat which is strategically located in an area rich in significance and
history, the Hudson Highway Gateway Park. Westchester Lake / Wallace Pond is part of the estuary
system that feeds into the Annsville Creek and Hudson River. It is currently on the NYSDEC’s Section
303(d) list of impaired/TMDL waters due to excessive phosphorus. The Town has and will continue to
monitor, evaluate and attempt to secure funding to improve the overall health of the lake. Thank you.

Respectfully,

Linda D. Puglis
Town Supervisor

Att:  Eng. Report Executive Summary
Dam Photographs
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